At 

Relevant Passages of JP 59-172417 

Riboflavin Propionate-Containing Soft Capsule 

The present invention relates to a transparent soft 
capsule containing riboflavin propionate and a tocopherol as 
active ingredient . 



Riboflavin propionate is known for its excellent effect 

on the prevention and treatment of arteriosclerosis. It 

is used as a soft capsule formulation which is formed by 
dissolving the drug in an oil. However, the inventors found that 
a soft capsule containing riboflavin propionate in combination 
with a tocopherol changes its color to black during a long term 
storage . 

Accordingly, the present invention is a transparent soft 
capsule containing riboflavin propionate and a tocopherol in 
which the shells of the soft capsule comprise a dye capable of 
absorbing a light of 300-500 nm. 

According to the finding of the inventors, the color 
change of soft capsule to black is due to a photo -reduction of 
riboflavin propionate induced by tocopherol. Further, it has 
been revealed that riboflavin propionate is decomposed by the 
action of a peroxide derived from linoleic acid present in the 
oil present . 



Examples of the oil used in the present invention include 
saf flower oil, soybean oil, rape oil, corn oil, peanut oil, 
mono-, di- and tri-esters of a fatty acid having 4-18 carbon 
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atoms and mixtures thereof. 

The shells of the soft capsule may be formed, for example, 
from a gelatin. Preferably, the shells are formed from a mixture 
of a gelatin and 10-30 % of sorbitol. 
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